Although some progress has been made toward a better understanding of marine mammal utilization in the Southeastern Caribbean, no comparative analysis has been carried out to see how such practices originated, developed, and finally impacted the marine mammal populations in that region. We conducted field and archival studies for Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada, Barbados, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. We analyzed records of whaling, dolphin fisheries, and manatee exploitation for those countries, interviewed local fishers, and explored the remains of whaling stations in each area. Our results show that each of these countries developed a different pattern of whale and dolphin exploitation, but similar patterns of utilizing manatees. We conclude that these five neighboring countries, although sharing essentially the same marine mammal species, developed different exploitation practices in terms of species targeted, capture techniques, and time periods in which that exploitation took place, due to different cultural circumstances.
INTRODUCTION
Patterns of species exploitation by humans can be influenced by both environmental conditions and culture (e.g., religion) (Adeola, 1992; Richerson et al., 1996) . Anthropogenic species extinctions (neoextinctions) and/or depletion can provide a wealth of information regarding the biological and cultural aspects of interactions between humans and those species. In this chapter we intend to investigate the relative importance of both culture and ecology in determining how wildlife is exploited. To that end, we have chosen to study the history of exploitation of the same resource (marine mammals) among a group of five neighboring countries (Venezuela, Trinidad and Tobago, Grenada, Barbados and St. Vincent and the Grenadines) in the southeastern Caribbean.
Intentional captures of small cetaceans (whales and dolphins) throughout Latin America have been widely reported (see Romero et al., 1997 and references therein) as have incidental captures by gillnets in Mesoamerica and the wider Caribbean (Vidal et al., 1994) . Organized commercial whaling of some kind has also been reported for the southern Caribbean (Caldwell and Caldwell, 1971; Romero et al., 1997; Romero and Hayford, 2001; Romero et al., 2002; Creswell, 2002) . Dolphin fisheries have been reported in the same area (Romero et al., 1997 and references therein). It is also well known that manatees, Trichechus manatus manatus, have been overexploited in the Caribbean basin and that most, if not all populations, have become either extinct or severely depleted (Lefebvre et al., 2001) . Despite the increasing amount of data in this field, this information has yet to be placed within a wider cultural perspective to ascertain how factors other than ecology can explain differences in modes of exploitation of the same resources among contiguous (by nature of their maritime borders) but culturally different countries.
In this chapter we examine marine mammal exploitation in the southeastern Caribbean and its cultural circumstances. We provide information that is consistent with our main argument, i.e., that local cultural, historical, economic, and political circumstances, are the determining factor in how those species have been exploited.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Given the diversity in time and nature of many of the sources used for this research, we followed the basic principles of research synthesis (for details see specifics in Romero et al. 1997; Romero and Hayford, 2000; Romero et al. 2001; Romero 2002a,b and Creswell 2002) . For St. Vincent and the Grenadines we relied on previously published reports since marine mammal exploitation activities have been widely documented in the past (e.g., Caldwell and Caldwell, 1975) . Therefore, we summarize here both field and archival work carried throughout the study area.
